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grew better, and gave hopes that he would recover,
as indeed he did, though very slowly.

Were it otherwise than what I am going to say,
I should not be backward to disclose it, as it is ap-
parent I have done in other cases; but I affirm,
through all this conversation, abating the coming
into the chamber when I or he was in bed, and the
necessary offices of attending him night and day,
when he was sick, there had not passed the least
immodest word or action between us. O! that it
had been so to the last.

After some time he gathered strength and grew
well apace, and I would have removed my pallet-
bed, bat he would not let me, till he was able to
venture himself without anybody to sit up with him,
when I removed to my own chamber.

He took many occasions to express his sense of
my tenderness for him ; and when he grew well he
made me a present of fifty guineas for my care, and,
as he called it, hazarding my life to save his.

And now he made deep protestations of a sincere
inviolable affection for me, but with the utmost re-
serve for my virtue, and his own : I told him I
was fully satisfied of it; he carried it that length
that he protested to me, that if he was naked in
bed with me, he would as sacredly preserve my
virtue, as he would defend it, if I was assaulted by
a ravisher ; I believed him, and told him I did so;
but this did not satisfy him; he would, he said, wait
for some opportunity to give me an undoubted tes-
timony of it.

It was a great while after this that I had occasion,
on my business, to go to Bristol, upon which he
hired me a coach, and would go with me ; and now
indeed our intimacy increased. From Bristol he
carried me to Gloucester, which was merely a jour-
ney of pleasure, to take the air; and. here it was*